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HILLSBOROUGH KIDS AND THE KOSOVE SOCIETY PARTNER TO PROVIDE MENTORING FOR HOMELESS YOUTH.
WHEN:
Wednesday October 19th 6pm-7:30pm. 

WHAT: 
The first of many scheduled “Life skills” workshops on topics such as study preparation and cooking, will be provided for the unaccompanied homeless youth population served by Hillsborough Kids. College students from the University of South Florida’s Kosove Scholars Society, considered the “Best and Brightest Minds” at the University, will conduct the workshops.


WHERE:
“The Family Place” The Hillsborough Kids Activity Building
9391 N. Florida Ave
Tampa, FL 33612
WHY:
Hillsborough Kids is taking its “Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Program” to the next level in providing peer-to-peer life skills workshops through a partnership with the University of South Florida’s Kosove Scholars Society. These outstanding students have agreed to provide tutoring help and workshops.
Background: The Unaccompanied Homeless Youth program was created through an innovative collaboration between Hillsborough Kids and the Lazydays Employee Foundation which is funding the program. The Hillsborough County School System reported 3,827 homeless children with 80 being unaccompanied during the 2010-2011 school year. This number does not include homeless youth not enrolled in the school system. The actual number is believed to be much higher. These youth are not currently in the foster care system and meet the federal definition of homelessness.  The Lazydays Employee Foundation provides Hillsborough Kids with a way to extend their existing services to unaccompanied homeless youth and ultimately make a positive impact in preventing these young people from coming into the welfare or criminal justice system by connecting them with support and identifying family connections. Many unaccompanied homeless youth lack the guidance of adult role models who can guide them towards healthy choices. 
“We are looking at the bigger picture. We know if we can identify and connect this often overlooked population with the support and tools they need to succeed, we will not only keep them out of the foster care system but will keep future generations from entering as well.” “The workshops with the Kosove Scholars Society are one of the key ways we are able to provide role modeling and education on important life topics.” Jeff Rainey CEO and President of Hillsborough Kids. 
Hillsborough Kids  

Hillsborough Kids is the lead agency overseeing the child welfare system in Hillsborough County. The mission of Hillsborough kids is to ensure the safety and permanency of abused and neglected children in foster care in Hillsborough County by providing comprehensive services that promote strong families.

The Hillsborough Kids and LazyDays Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Program 

The mission of the Unaccompanied Homeless Youth Program is to empower unaccompanied homeless youth to reach their full potential through education and prevent them from coming into the welfare or criminal justice system.
The University of South Florida

The University of South Florida is a high-impact, global research university dedicated to student success. USF is classified by the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching in the top tier of research universities, a distinction attained by only 2.2 percent of all universities. It is ranked 44th in total research expenditures and 34th in federal research expenditures for public universities by the National Science Foundation. The USF System has an annual budget of $1.5 billion, an annual economic impact of $3.7 billion, and serves 47,000 students in Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota-Manatee and Lakeland.
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