Updated 2/2/10

Child’s name: DOB: [/ / SSN: [/
Ethnicity: Sex: Age:
Date entered care: TPR Daie: # placements

Years in care over lifetime: Next JR: Staffing:

Case Name: ‘ {please list all cases that child has been a part of)

Biolodical parents’ information

Mother: DOB: __ [/ [/ SSN: I
Last Known Address:

Father: ‘DOB: /1 SSN: /]
Last Known Address:

Siblings: {if adopted please list information about adopted parents under other persons)

Name: DOB:__/ [ 8SN: /]
Name: DOB:__ / [/ 88N

Name: DOB: __ / [/  8SN:

Are there adult siblings? Yes No

Who are they?

Any other person known to have been involved with child:
(Please include any known contact information whether you know if it is current or not)

Please provide any additicnal information you think maybe helpful to locating this child’s
family. {(Other states child or relatives have lived in or currently live in, has child been adopted bafore,
previous worker that may have family information, etc)

If you know it abeut the child, please include it somewhere on the form. If you need morea room, feel free to usa additional
sheets. The mere you can provide the better knowledgeable we will be about the child’s family.




USSEARCH FAMILY FINDER SAMPLE REPORT

Current name

Other names use
Maiden and married
Bames

Name: BETTY JEAN SMITH
Ager 57

Names Associated With Subject:
BETTY JEAN SMITH Age: 57
BETTY JEANJOHNSON Age: 57

(Others Associatad With Subjscts SSN:
{DOES NOT usually indicate any type of fraud or decep,lm)
STEPHANIE JOHNSON

Comprehensive Report Summary:
Names Associated With Subject:
8 Found
Others Associated With Subjects SSN:
1 Found
Address(es) Found:
0 Verifiad and 10 Non-Verified Found r
Possible Associates:
! Found
Possible Relatives:
Ist Degree - 4 Found
2nd Degree - 2 Found
3rd Degree - None Found
Neighbors:
st Neighborhood - 6 Found
2nd Neighborhood - 6 Found

Summary of how
many relatives and
associates found

Most currently
reported address is
normally the first

address listed.

Previous And Non-Verified Address(es): p
BETTY SMITH - 111 NW 34TH TER, GAINESVILLE FL. 3”6 -3392. ALACHUA COUNTY (Mar

2004 - Nov 2005 ,
SNITH VIRGIL 310-553-1212 4—— (___ Listed phone number
BETTY SMITH - 6511 WOOSTER AVE. LOS ANGELES CA J0US6=T3T, TOS ANGELES
COUNTY (Jan 2004 - Nov 2004)
BETTY SMITH - $59 W 21ST ST APT 4, SAN PEDRO CA 90731-5545, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
{Jun 2004)
Current phones Hstad ar this address:
ASHWORTH HAZEL (310)514-3106
YNIGUEZ BARBARA (310) 548-3707

BETTY SMITH - 4234 2ND AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90008-5004, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
(Sep 1995 - Jan 2004)
DECOUD YV (323) 294-7733

20 Year
address
history

N

BETTY JEAN JOHNSON - 118 W 64TH ST, INGLEWOCD CA 90302-1207, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY (Sep 1974 - Fan 1997) /




RETTY JEAN JORANSON - 12323 TREEMAN AVE, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-420
ANGELES COUNTY (Sep 1995)
REISNER & (310)675-8810

fJ ]
-
o]
5]

RETTY JEAN JOHNSON - 13741 PRAIRIE AVE, HAWTHORNE CA 50250-7332, L.OS
NGFLES COUNTY (Sep 1674 - Mar 1994)
REAL ESTATE CONNECTIONS (310) 355-1056

BETTY JEAN JOHNSON - 6026 CIMARRON ST APT C, LOS ANGELES CA 90647-1321, LOS
A’\EGE S COUNTY (May 1987 - Dec 1987)

BETTY FEAN JOHNSON - 11410 CEDAR AVE APT C, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-2444, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Sep 1985 - Apr 1985)
Current phones lisiad af this address:
FLORES RAMIRO (310)688-1711
FLORESRAMONG (310)698-1111

BETTY JEAN JOHNSON - 1814 W ALONDRA BLVD, COMPTON CA 90220-3556, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Jan 1983 - Apr 1956)

Associates are normally people
who have shared more than 1
address with the subject, but
with a different last name

Poscible Associates: &
SHARON JAMES
Names Associated with Associate:
SHARON JAMES
Active Address{es):
~ 4031 FAIRWAY BLVD, LOS ANGELES CA 90043-1138, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Mar
2001 - 2003)
JAMES SHARON (323)535-1212

3600 WILSHIRE BLVD STE 1710, LOS ANGELES CA 90010-2621, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY
Current phones lisied at this address:
JAMES CONSULTING (213) 736-0000

Previous And Non-Verified Address(es):

RR 1 BOX 85, VINEGAR BEND AL 36584-9705, WASHINGTON COUNTY (Sep 1995 - Aug
20035)
6311 WOOSTER AVE APT E, LOS ANGFELES CA 90038-2131, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Jul
1993 - Jan 2003)

G511 W GSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90036, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Sep 20603 -
Apr 2004)
PO BOX 65, VINEGAR BEND AL 36584.0065, WASHINGTON COUNTY {(Dac 2001 - Feb
2004 :
RR 1, VINEGAR BEND AL 36384-9801, WASHINGTON COUNTY (Feb 2001 - Jan 2004)
RR 1 BOX 63, VINEGAR BEND AL 36584 -9703, WASHINGTON COUNTY (Aug 2003 - Jan

Shared
addresses

2004)
511 § WESTERN AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90047-1 812, 1.OS ANGELES COUNTY (Sep

2003 - Ja'l 20043
53511 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 50056-2131, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Apr 1982

. 2901)
166 S MADISON AVE APT 307, PASADENA CA 01101-2887, LOS ANGELES COUNTY

(Jul 1998 - Aug 1959)




4234 3ND AVE, LOS ELES CA 90008-4004, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (May 1989 -

707 WILSHIRE BLVD STE 4715, LOS ANGELES C4 90017-3601, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
(Jan 1983 - Apr 1986}

1046 S CRESCENT HEIGHTS BLVD, 1L.OS ANGELES CA 90033-2633, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY {Apr 1987 - Apr 1986)
20004 ENSLOW DR, WILMINGTON CA QO?“il LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Dct 1985)
707 WILSHIRE RLVD, LOS ANGELES CA 90017-3501, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Mar

ol

19813
266 S MADISON AVE, PASADENA CA 91101-2878, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Mar 1972}

Pogsible refatives are people whe
have shared addresses with the
subject and wsed the same last

name

P

Passible Relatives:
VIRGIL SMITH
Names Associated with Relative:
VIRGIL A SMITH Age: 32
Active Addresa{es):
VIRGIL A SMITH 111 NW 54TH TER, GAINESVILLE FL 32603-3392, ALACHUA
COUNTY (Mar 2004 - Nov 2005}
SMITH VIRGIL 310-535-1212
Previous And Non-Verified Address(es): :
VIRGIL E SMITH --6511 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 50056-2131, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Jan 2004 - Nov 2004)
VIRGIL E SMITH - 12523 FREEMAN AVE APT B, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-4505, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Feb 1993 - Sep 2002)
SMITH VIRGIL - 4234 2ND AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90008-4004, LOS ANGELES

CCUNTY {(Jun 1992 - Aug 2001)
EESMITH - 118 W 64TH ST, INGLEWOOD CA $0302-1207, LOS i‘C\JGI:]_ES COUNTY (Jun

1990 - Feb 1096)
VIRGIL FE SMITH - 548 E HYDE PARK BLVD # 4, INGLEWOOD CA 90302-2504, LOS

ANGELES COUNTY (Jun 1984 - Jul 1992)
£ ESMITH - 118 N 64TH ST, INGLEWOOD CA 90302, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Jan 1992)

VIRGIL E SMITH - 6026 CIMARRON ST APT C, LOS ANGELES CA 90047-1321, LOS

ANGELES COUNTY (Jun 1984 - Oct 1088)
/TRGIL E SMITH - 11410 CEDAR AVE APT C, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-2444, L.OS

ANGELES COUNTY (Nov 1985 - Apr 1986)
VIRGIL E SMITH - 13741 PRAIRIE AVE APT 32, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-7319, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Jan 1983 - Apr 1985)
VIRGIL E SMITH - 210 NW § TER, GAINESVILLE FL (Jan 1983)
VIRGIL E SMITH - 100 DOODLE AVE, FORT WALTON BEACH FL 32347-3956,

OKALOOSA COUNTY (Jan 1983)

Possible Relative:
EVELYN EVADNE SMITH
Names Associated with Relative:
EVE SMITH
EVELYN EVADNE SMITH  Age: 84
Active Address(es):
CVELYN EVADNE SMITH - 486 PRESQUE ISLE DR, PORT CHARLOTTE FL 33954-
3315, CHARLOTTE COUNTY (Apr 1985 - Nov 2003}
SMITH HOMER 333-353-1212
Previous And Non-Verified Address(es):
SVELYN SMITH - 32635 SWANEE RD, PORT CHARLOTTE FL 33980-7412,
CHARLOTTE COUNTY (Jul 1990 - Feb 2005)
EVELYN SMITH - 3273 SWANEE RD, PORT CHARLCTTE FL 33980-7412,
CHARLOTTE COUNTY (Jul 1990 - Feb 2003)




EVE SMITH - 171 KW 34TH TER, GAINESVILLE FL 32605-3392, ALACHUA COUNTY
(Ang 1999 - Aug 2004)

HOMER CSMITH  Ager 89

Active Address{es):

HOMER C SMITH - 486 PRESQUE ISLE DR, PORT CHARIOTTE FL 33954-337
CHARLOTTE COUNTY (Apr 1985 - Nov 2005)

SMITH HOMER 3335-355-1212

Previous And Non-Verified Address(es):

HOMER SMITH - 32635 SWANEE RD, PORT CHARLOTTE FL 35950-7412,
CHARLOTTE COUNTY (Jul 1990 - Feb 2003)

HOMER SMITH - 3273 SWANEE RD, PORT CHARLOTTE FI. 33980-7412,
CHARLOTTE COUNTY {Jul 1290 - Feb 2003)

HOMER C SMITH - 111 NW 54TH TER, GAINESVILLE FL 32603-3392, ALACHUA
COUNTY (Ang 1999 - Ang 2004)

HOMER C SMITH - 4101 NE 34TH AVE, GAINESVILLE FL 32609-1678, ALACHUA
COUNTY {(May 1992 - Mar 2003)

HOMER C SMITH -4101 NW 34TH, GAINESVILLE FL 32633, ALACHUA COUNTY

N

{Oct 2000)

HOMER C SMITH - GAINESVILLE, GAINESVILLE FL 326035, ALACHUA COUNTY
{Apr 1983)

HOMER C SMITH - 1760 E WEST HWY, SILVER SPRING MD 20910-3049,
MONTGOMERY COUNTY (Jan 1983 - Apr 1984} .

HOMER C SMITH - 4101 NW 34TH TE, GAINESVILLE FL 32603, ALACHUA
COUNTY (Aug 1981

HOMER C SMITH - 4101 NW 34TH TE, GAINESVILLE FL 32653, ALACHUA

COUNTY {Aug 1981)

SHELLIE D JOHNSON  Age: 52

Names Associated with Relative:

SHELLIE D HENDERSON Age: 38

Previous And Non-Verified Address(es): _

SHELLIE D HENDERSON - 123 W 24TH ST APT 14, SAN PEDRO CA 50731-5948, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Oct 1994 - Nov 2003)

SHELLIE D HENDERSON -6122 5 CITRUS AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 50043-3315, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Nov 1988 - Jan 1997)
_ SHELLIE D HENDERSON - 833N LA BREA AVE, INGLEWOOGD CA 20302-2297, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Nov 1988 - Jan 1996}

SHELLIE D HENDFRSON - 12523 FREEMAN AVE APT B, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-4503,
1L.OS ANGELES COUNTY (Oct 1916 - Oct 1994)

SHELLIE D JOUNSCN - 815 LA BREA DR, INGLEWOOD CA 90301-34035, LOS ANGELES

COUNTY (May 1954)
SHELLIE D JOHNSON - PO BOX 386, INGLEWOOD CA 90306-0386, LOS ANGELES

COUNTY (May 1994)
SHELLIE D JOHNSON - 118 W 64TH ST, INGLEWOOD CA 90302-1207, LOS ANGELES

COUNTY (Jan 1990 - Aug 1993)
SHELLIE D JOHNSON - 348 HYDE PARK PL APT D, INGLEWOOD CA 90302-6415, LOS

ANGELES COUNTY {Ocr 1990 - Dec 1992)
SHELLIE D JOHNSCN - 6026 CIMARRON ST, LOS ANGELES CA 2G047-1321, LOS

ANGELES COUNTY (Sep 1588 - Oct 1989}

Possible Relative:
WILSON JOHNSON  (CALHOUN, MI) Age at Death: 75 (Born 80 years ago)
Previous And Non-Verified Address(es):




WILSON JOHNSON - 111 HYDE PARK PL APT D, INGLEWOOD CA 90302-6415, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Jan 1990 - Dac 2000}

T D"E-?A\' F L ..%Oh}\ SON
STEFHANIE L JOHNSON  Age: 530
STEPHANIE LYNN JOHENSON
STEPHANIE DEWITT
STEPHANIE L DEWITT
Active Address(es):
STEPHANIE L DEWITT - 11800 ANT WERP ST, LOS ANGELES CA 90039-1836, LOS
ANGELES COL“\”Y {Jan 2001 - Nov 2003) '
EWITT STEPHANIE (323) 638-2436
?rew ious And Non-Verified Address{es):
STEPHANIE LYNN DEWITT - 12319 CL.OVIS AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90059-3145, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Oct 2004 - Nov 2003)
STEPHANIE LYNN DEWITT - 63511 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90056-2131, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Jun 2005}
STEFHANIE LYNN DEWITT -42342ND AVE, LOS ANG ELES CA 90008-4004, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Mar 2005}
STEPHANIE L JOHNSON - 638 E 108TH ST APT 3, LOS ANGELES CA 900'19 1043, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Feb 1987 - Jun 2004)
STEPHANIE L JOHNSON -4116 BROADWAY, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-4011, LOS
ANGELES COQUNTY (Jan 1995 - Oct 2003)
STEPHANIE L JOHNSON -4£116 W BROADWAY B, HAWTHCRNE CA 20250, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (May 1993 - Oct 2000)
STEPUANIE L JOHNSON - 11410 CEDAR AVE APT C, HAWTHORNE CA 902350-2444.
LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Feb 1987 - Oct 2000)
STEPHANIE L JOHNSON - 4000 URSULA AVE APT 8, LOS ANGELES CA 90008-2017,
1LOS ANGELES COUNTY (May 1997)
STEPHANIE L JOHNSON - 349 W 42ND ST, LOS ANGELES CA 90037-2615, LOS
ANGELES COUNTY (Sep 1995 - Jan 1957)
STEPHANIE L JOHNSON - 549 E 42ND ST, LOS ANGELES CA 90037, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY (May 1993) 7
STEPHANIE IOHNSON - 12830 S PARATE, HAWTHORNE CA 90250, LOS ANGELES
COUNTY (Sep 1993)
STEPHANIE JOHNSON - 13637 CORDARY AVE APT 3, HAWTHORNE CA 90250-7450,
LOS ANGELES COUNTY (May 1992 - Mar 1993)

STEPHANIE JOHNSON
Previous And Non-Verified Address{es):

STEPHANIE JOHNSON - 638 E 108TH ST APT 3, LOS ANGELES CA 90039-1043, LOS

ANGELES COUNTY (Feb 2004 - Nov 2003)

Neighbors; Jg//

Neighborhood:
336 W 108TH ST, LOS ANGELES CA 50044-14341, LOS ANGFLES COUNTY (Jun 2004 - Nov

Neighbors with listed phone
aumbers for the suhject’s 3
most recent addresses.

2005)
{323) 3 -6000

W
Rasidents




A CASILLAS
ARACELI CASILLAS
CASILLAS ARACELD (323) 779-0000

532 W 108TH ST, LOS ANGELES CA 90044-4341, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
Rzsidants:
ZLISA GARCIA
ELSALUZ GARCIA  Age: 53
HORTENCAI R GARCIA  Age: 31
HORTENCIA GARCIA
GARCIA HORTENCIA (323) 779-0000

341 W I08TH ST, LOS ANGELES CA 90044-4340, L. 0S ANGELES COUNTY
DAMON CARR
CARR DAMON (323) 736-0000

Netghborhood: _
6511 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90036-2131, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (fan 2004 -

Nov 2004)

Address{es):
6510 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90056-2132, LOS ANGELES COUNTY
Residents:
CLARANCED MARKS  Age: 70
CLARENCE D MARKS
EDNA MARKS
MARKS EDNA  (310) 337-0000

6316 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90056-2132, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Apr
2004 - Nov 2005)

Residents:
JENNIFER A CASSEY
JOS CASSEY
JOSEPH CASSEY
TAMAA CASSEY

CASSEY JOS. & JENNIFER (310) 216-0000

6505 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90056-2131, LOS ANGELES COUNTY (Aug
1963 - Jan 2006)
Rasidents:
E KERR
ERNEST M KERR  Age: 87
KERRE (310)649-T111

5319 WOOSTER AVE, LOS ANGELES CA 90056-213], LOS ANGELES COUNTY
Residents:
A DUROSS
ALICE M DUROSS
ANN K DURGSS
JOSEPH T DUROSS  Age: 62
IOSEPH C DUROSS SR
K DUROSS
DUROSS A &K (310)670-0000
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Our Families, Qur Futurs,
February 12, 2010

Hi. [ am writing about [Tvpe text], who I believe maybe a relative of vours. She is the
daughter of the late [Type text]. Iam a family liaison here at Hillsborough Kids Inc. in
Tampa. Florida. I am working with [Tvpe text] and her case manager to identify any
relatives that she has. Statistics show that most people have 100-300 relatives. Will you
help us identify all of Laurie’s relatives?

[ do not know how much you know about [Type text] and I'm sure this letter comes as a
surprise to you. [ apologize for any possible pain this letter may cause. I am writing -
because [Type text] is currently in foster care, and we want to assist in building her family

tree.

11ook forward to talking with you and passing this information on to [Type text]. Please
contact me at your earliest convenience to schedule a time to talk about your family.

I have included several business cards if you would like to share them with other family
members who may be able to share information as well. T can be reached at
(813)210-4268 or by email at mistyv.hubbard@hillsboroughkids.org

Sincerely,

BMisty Hubbard, ¥ISW
Adoption Family Finder

Camelot Community Care

In partnership with Hillshoroush Kids
5320 WL Idlewild Ave,

Tampa, FL 33634

{813)210-4268 cell

{813) 901-3492 fax

www hillsboroughkids orz




A joyful reunion for dad, brothers

By Lane DeGregory, Times Staff Writer
In Print: Monday, November 16, 2009

Mario Navarrete,
left, laughs with his
son Emilio. Emilio
and his brother
Xavier have beenin |
foster care. Mario
drove from
Kentucky to meet
them for the first
time in more than a |
decade. He hopes
they will be able to
live with him

D R ——

permanently.

[ATOYIA DEANS | Times]




TAMPA

The two teenage brothers left their group
foster home early Sunday. Their caseworker
picked them up, complimented their new
haircuts, told them to pull up their jeans,
"Ready?" she asked as she arrived at her
office. "Are you kidding?" said Emilio
Navarrete, 15. "l set three alarms to make
sure we'd be up in time." The caseworker
and her supervisor had brought coffee and
juice, bagels and donuts. They spread the
food on a long conference table, told Emitio
and Xavier, 16, to help themselves. For

once, the teenagers weren't hungry. [ATOVYIA DEANS | Times]

Emilio pulled his red hoodie across his face. From left, Gabriel Navarrete, his father Mario, and his
Xavier tugged a black ball cap over his brothers Xavier and Emilio get reacquainted Sunday.
freshly shaved head. They hunched in swivel  Gabriela Naccarato, a caseworker who finds homes for
chairs in a corner of the room, laughing but children in Hillsborough County, helped to reunite the
tooking worried. Navarrete family.

"So they'll be here soon, right?"” Emilio
asked.

The caseworker, Gabriela Naccarato,
checked her watch. " sure hope s0," she
said.

Any minute now, they were supposed to meet their dad.
& & &

The Navarrete boys didn't remember ever having a dad. They say their mom told them he was in jail in
Texas. Then she said he got deported to Mexico. She told them: He never wanted you.

As they grew up, they stopped asking. They tried to stop caring.
They had their two big brothers. And each other. In the last year, they lost even that.

First, they say, their mother drove off with their brother Mario, 18. She said he enlisted in the Navy and
they didn’t see him again.

Then brother Gabriel, 17, got in trouble and ended up in juvenile. When he got out, they say, their mom
refused to pick him up and he was placed in state custody.




In February, Xavier trespassed and stole some food. Said his mom wouldn't feed him. He followed his
brother into juvenile jail, then landed in foster care.

Emilio couldn't take it at home alone. So in July he followed their path through juvenile into foster care.
[t was the only way he knew how to find the only family he had.

Three weeks ago, Gabriela Naccarato got a new job. The caseworker, who helps find homes for children
in Hillsborough County, became a full-time "family-finder.” Instead of placing foster kids with strangers,
she was asked to search for relatives who might be willing to raise them. Her work is part of a federal
effort to put kids with family members who care for them instead of with strangers.

The Navarrete brothers were her first case. She started by asking them to write down everyone in their

family.

First, each other. Then, Gabriel and Mario. Their aunt Anna, who fived with their mom. Their mom, who

didn't want them.
"What about your dad's side?" asked the caseworker.
The boys looked at each other and shrugged.

Using new computer software, with the help of a new grant-funded researcher, the caseworker found
more than 30 Mario Navarretes in Texas, all about the right age. Some had connections to Kentucky,

where she found 20 maore.

Naccarato worked at home Wednesday. She turned the TV to the Lifetime network, told her kids she
had calls to make. At every commercial, she dialed another number.

"Hello, this is Gabby from Tampa. I'm a caseworker for foster care. | think | might have two of your

sons.”

From 10 a.m. until 5:50 p.m., she called 50 numbers — without any luck. The Lifetime movie was almost
over. During the last commercial, she dialed Mario number 51.

"My boys?" screamed the man from Kentucky. "You have my boys?"

Mario Navarrete moved from Mexico to build roofs for buildings in Texas. There, he got married and had
four sons. The youngest was a year old, he said, when he went to Indiana for work. When he got home,

his wife handed him divorce papers.

He was moving out furniture, he said, when she had him arrested for burglary. When he got out of jail,
he said, his truck, his wife and four sons were gone.




He told the caseworker, "l always prayed to God, every night: | want to see them again. | had only their
pictures. | looked at them all the time."

Wednesday night, when he told his new wife the news, she cried and said, "Go."

So after work Friday — after coming home to hug his 8-year-old daughter and 6-year-old son — Mario
climbed into his Ford pickup and headed for Florida.

He drove all night, through the next morning. More than 800 miles later, on Saturday afternoon, he met
the caseworker. And saw photos of his boys. They were so big, so handsome. When could he see them?

Not until the next morning, she told him. Then she told him about Gabriel, his second-oldest son. He had
aged out of foster care, and she had found him on the other coast of Florida. Mario headed east and
picked up Gabriel — he hadn't seen him since he was in kindergarten.

Sunday morning, he headed back to Tampa.

a & &

The two teenage brothers ran out of their caseworker's office at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. "Is that him?"
Emilio called, peering across the parking lot.

A black pickup parked. Their brother Gabe got out and ran toward them, followed by a man with
cropped black hair, broad shoulders and dark eyes. Just like them.

"Aaaaah!" Mario cried. "Look at you! My boys!”

He ruffled Xavier's Mohawk. Brushed back Emilio's hood and rubbed his hair. Then the dad and three
brothers put their heads together and slung their arms around each other's shoulders in a huddle, They
stood there, for more than a minute, holding on.

LRI

Mario wants to take his boys back to Kentucky, but first he has to pass a background check and a home
study, and the boys have to stay out of trouble. The mom still is a factor, too. But the boys hope to be

with their dad by Christmas.

After all the official stuff was finished, Mario had an idea. A dad idea. Something he had always wanted

to do with his boys.

"L at's find somewhere to eat,” he said, "and watch football."




